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Synopsis

This best-selling introductory photography text teaches students how to use the medium confidently
and effectively by emphasizing both technique and visual awareness. Comprehensive in scope,
this book features superb instructional illustrations and examples in its clear presentation of both
black and white and color photography. London offers extensive coverage of digital imaging and the

latest technological developments, such as Web page design and formatting photos on CD-ROMs.
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Customer Reviews

This best-selling introductory photography text teaches students how to use the medium confidently
and effectively by emphasizing both technique and visual awareness.Comprehensive in scope, this
book features superb instructional illustrations and examples in its clear presentation of both black

and white and color photography. London offers extensive coverage of digital imaging and the latest

technological developments, such as Web page design and formatting photos on CD-ROMs.

This book is a requirement for my introduction to photography class, so | had to buy it. It is easy to
read and understand and is perfect for beginners and veterans, since it covers both black and white
film as well as digital photography. | just wish that books like these were not so expensive, since it is
a requirement for some students and for folks wanting to learn photography. It may prompt some

people to look for a cheaper title and miss out on this quality boook.



The textbook for Professor Marc Levoy of Stanford University and Google’sDigital photography
course which is now free on the web.[...] | have bought the recommended Barbara London textbook,
express 14 days delivery from USA. My copy is paperback, tenth edition (2011), formerly ex-Black
Hills State University library copy, a bit battered but not bad AfA¢A a -A & ce cost $AU120. Yes it
is worth it, | suspect from the course schedule that the missing material from the next Edition 11
(2013) are Chapter 15 View Camera, and Chapter 16 Zone System, both essential in my opinion for
a fuller understanding of photography AfA¢A & -A a ce and worth retaining according to Prof.

Levoy. It is as comprehensive text as | have seen, 406 glossy pages, 10 inches square format.

This is arguably the best all-around fundamentals photography book available. | believe it is
well-suited to the photography student, whether you are studying photography or just trying to learn
as much as possible.lt is very comprehensive and covers the history of photography, equipment,
technical aspects, photography as an art, etc. Please Look Inside for the table of contents. If you are
new to photography or want a solid comprehensive understanding of photography, this is a good
resource.lf you are an advanced photographer, then you probably already know a lot in this book
and instead should look for books covering specific topics.This is an expensive book and | probably
would not have purchased it if it were not required for a class | was taking. However, after reading it,
| believe the price is justified. There really is a lot of content, and this is a large book with quality
content.FILM vs. DIGITALSince my workflow is entirely digital, | felt that there was more coverage
on film than | cared to learn about. However, we shot film as well as digital in school, so it was
helpful in that respect. Also, there are those who like film and so in a way it should be included for
comprehensiveness.PHOTOS IN THIS BOOKUnlike some books which only include one example
to illustrate a particular point, this book shows a series of shots side-by-side to help you see how
changing various settings impact the image... aperture, shutter speed, subject to camera distance,
focal length, etc. This speeds up your learning curve.This is also a good reference book that you
can come back to later when you're trying to capture a specific type of shot or need a

refresher. SUMMARYIn summary, | highly recommend this book to anyone aspiring to develop a
solid understanding of photography fundamentals.PROS:- Comprehensive coverage on the history,
equipment, technical aspects, composition, portraiture, artistic vision, accomplished photographers,
etc.- Very well-written- Excellent photos that illustrate the point. Series of photos to show the impact
of changing settings and variables.- Excellent diagrams, especially for technical details.- Good
reference book that you’ll come back to.CONS:- Expensive, especially for students, but | think the

quantity of quality content eases the pain.



First off, | don’t want to sound harsh, but the title really explains what | feel on this edition of
PHOTOGRAPHY. If you are new to photography, or a student, this is a great desk reference. The
book does a good job, especially when compared to previous editions, of going over digital shooting
and workflow. In my opinion though, it gets further away from fundamentals compared to previous
editions of this series. YES, core subjects are covered, but between a lot of the photos being
unavailable due to licensing issues on the digital version, and almost very little film
processing/workflow, | think this is the proverbial white flag waving in the war of film vs. digital. This
is the core of my rating. While at a lesser cost than its predecessor, | believe that it is also less
informational and at less of a value than its predecessor as well. The peak value is the fact that, to
my knowledge, this is the first Kindle/E-Version of this book. Which is awesome to build a reference
library in the palm of your hand.l will say, that this is a good book STILL if you are a photographer
starting out or based in the digital age. | will recommend it. For a more experienced photographer,
or one looking to become certified through one of the guilds, | can still recommend this edition, but
you may be better served with the 9th or 10th edition. For the super advanced photographer looking
to get better, honestly, for the price, you can find 2-5 more in-depth, and better focused books to
read. | think that is where my disappointment comes from in this edition. The fact that | feel | have
learned more out of the past three books | have bought in the past six months than this one book,
and all of them cost less than this one. | don’t know, maybe gone with the film age, is also the value
of this series, time will tell.Pros:Available DigitallyLower price than predecessorLots of images and
chartsAble to bookmark references for fast access.Cons"Incomplete"Still overpriced compared to

the marketRecommend because of legacy and format, not because of overall content.

Wow ! For me, a semi-retired 54 year old starting a hobby, this textbook is just what | was looking
for. Well organized into just over a dozen chapters and easy to follow. | understand from reading
other reviews that since | bought this textbook used | am not getting the benefit of the online
materials, but since | am not in a classroom setting that is not a problem for me. There is always the

option of buying the next edition new if this hobby sticks...

Bought this for an on line class but decided to take an actual class. Turns out this is the required

text book. It was expensive but worth it.
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